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System title (eng) The Swedish Twin Registry 

System title (ori) Tvillingregistret 

Acronym TWINREG 

Institution (eng) Institute of Environmental Medicine, The Karolinska Institute (ori) Institutet för 
miljömedicin, Karolinska Institutet 

Address Street: Box 210 City, zip: S-171 77 Country: Sweden Tel.: + 46 8 728 7484 Fax: 
+ 46 8 31 39 61 Contact: Jennifer Harris, Ph.D. 

Geographic cov national 

Time period from 1961- to date 

System type data collected on irregular basis 

Accessibility restricted 

Availability computerized data 

Language English, Swedish 

Activity All activities 

Req. legislation No 

Abstract

The Swedish Twin Registry is a collection of databases which were initially 
compiled for epidemiological studies to control genetic effects and investigate 
morbidity and mortality in relation to smoking and alcohol use. It is a population-
based registry of like-sexed Swedish twins consisting of two cohorts, born 1886-
1925 and 1926-1958. Questionnaire data include health, especially cardiovascular 
disease, health behaviour, occupation, personality, diet, physical activity, 
environmental stressors and similarity as children. The twin registry is regularly 
matched to the national cancer and mortality registries. Questionnaires were 
returned by both members of 10,945 pairs from the old cohort and 13,664 pairs 
from the young cohort. 
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-Medlund, P., Cederlöf, R., Floderus-Myrhed, B., Friberg, L., & Sörensen, S. A 
new Swedish twin registry containing environmental and medical base line data 
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Data (c) European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Conditions, 1995. The linked report " The European Health and Safety 
Database (HASTE) - Summaries of descriptions of systems for monitoring health and safety at work´including the data on disk is available from the 
Office for Official Publications of the European Communities, 2, rue Mercier, L-2985 Luxembourg (price ECU 35 excluding VAT, ISBN 92-826-
8856-9, catalogue number SY-85-94-810-EN-C). 
Terms of use: 
"The user is granted a limited, non-exclusive and non-transferable licence to use the data on a single workstation, or a single network, on a single site, 
within a single institution. The user may print out data or a copy it to a computer disc, provided that such copy is for his own personal use or internal 
corporate use only. 
"Exemptions from these restrictions require seperate prior written repmission from the copyright-holder."
"Accessing the data implies acceptance of these terms." 
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